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BOOK REVIEWS. 



Norse S.tories. By Hamilton Wright Mabie, edited by Katharine Lee 
Bates. Chicago: Rand, McNally & Co., 1902. Pp. viii+304. 
Norse Stories has for years past been considered the best collection of Norse 
myths for school use. The events in the life of the gods are all told, but one misses 
the glorious fierce movement, the simple dramatic action of these human gods. It 
seems as if our old humorous Thor had a different stage than the craggy rocks and 
deep fjords to play on, in short, one does not feel the stamp of the country on her 
gods ; one does not feel the pulse of the Northmen in these stories as I think one 
might expect. I am sure that the theme Norse Stories is one unusually well adapted 
for children, and believe that the teachers will find great help in the new edition of 
the book. It certainly presents the stories less changed and more simple than any 
other collection of Norse myths. 

Viking Tales. By Jennie Hall. Chicago: Rand McNally & Co., 1902, 
Pp. 207, i2mo. Cloth. 

Miss Hall has given to children a book which they will love. Most of the sup- 
plementary literature offered to the schools is weighed down with information until 
the artistic simplicity and dramatic unity are gone. Miss Hall has wisely given much 
needed and valuable information in " Descriptive Notes " at the end of the book, and 
has therefore been free to tell a pleasant and entertaining stqry. 

Viking Tales will be a joy to children, because it deals with characters and 
events which are dear to a child's heart, and because the tales are told in an honest, 
artless style, which often catches the pure and lofty simplicity of the sagas them- 
selves. 

Of the three values of the book which Miss Hall mentions in the " Suggestions 
to Teachers," the first one is by all means the greatest. " The men, with the crude 
courage and the strange adventures that make a man interesting to children, have at 
the same time the love of truth, the hardy endurance, the faithfulness to plighted 
word, that make them a child's fit companion." 

It is here one perhaps feels moved to say : " Give us more of this, more exam- 
ples of the dashing and daring, more of that peculiar grim humor, more of that 
intense hatred and immeasurable love which moved these strong men to action." 

But withal there is much of the true Viking spirit in the book, and it certainly 
will receive a warm welcome by children and teachers alike. 

GUDRUN THORNE-THOMSEN. 

The University of Chicago 
School of Education. 

Just So Stories for Little Children. By Rudyard Kipling. New York : 

Doubleday, Page & Co. Pp. 249, 8vo. Cloth. 

One who has learned to know the Jungle Book with children is predisposed to 
find a treasure in another volume of children's stories from Kipling's pen. One, how- 
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